
Lent Palm Sunday  (3/28/2021) 

 It is difficult for us to appreciate the great sacrifice that our Lord makes for us this week.  

On this Sunday we think ahead to that Passion, we remember the humility that God showed in 

condescending to be one of us, we acknowledge the one eternal sacrifice that is achieved that 

brings us salvation.  We will have cause to meditate on the specifics of that death in which the 

Lamb was slain for our salvation this coming Friday, yet today we look also at the action that 

brought him to that place. 

 Jesus enters the city knowing what will happen, He has told his disciples over and over 

that He will die - in fact he specifically speaks of the type of death he will endure.  His entering 

into the city amid the shouts of exaltation that will soon fall silent is actually the second part of 

his movement to the cross.  The first part of this movement towards that cross is the movement 

of the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity to the lowliness of our state.  No Body born mans no 

flesh sacrificed.  This is said well in today’s epistle: Jesus Christ: who being in the form of God 

… emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men … He 

humbled Himself, becoming obedient unto death, even to death of the cross.  Paul’s repeating of 

this ancient Christian hymn reminds us of the humility that Jesus shows, the obedience of the 

Son to the Father, the compassion of the Father who ached with love for His creation and 

determined to save them.  To appreciate the sacrifice of Calvary, one must first also appreciate 

the sacrifice expressed at the incarnation.  God’s sacrificing the image of His dignity to walk in 

our weak human form comes before God sacrificing the honor due Him to allow creatures to 

trample and beat and kill Him.  God need to do either of these things, neither of these things did 

God require.  The Son’s condescension in the incarnation so as to step into our flesh and provide 

the victim of sacrifice, and then willingly ascend the steps of the altar of sacrifice and place 

Himself upon it - is truly unprecedented and awe inspiring. 

 Too often we are unwilling to even make that first movement.  We are unwilling to allow 

our status to be diminished, our dignity to be questioned, our power to be put aside.  Jesus, 

however, shows the true example in being the Divine Second Person of the Trinity who lowers 

Himself.  He does this not caring what it looks like, not desiring to hold on to a status, not 

flaunting His unlimited power.  For He knows of the nature of status in the eyes of others.  We 



see a brilliant example today of the way the status granted by humans is so easily withdrawn - 

how “Hosanna” becomes “Crucify Him” in a matter of hours.  How a ride on a colt projecting 

royal dignity becomes an mocking crown, slaps, and spit on the face.  He does not care for the 

adulation of mankind, he does not need affirmation from creatures.  His dignity, his honor is in 

obeying the Father.  His elevation comes not by the height of the esteem He achieves from us, 

but the height of obedience that shows. 

 We can loose sight of the need for obedience - both the obedience to God as God, and the 

obedience in charity to one another.  We demand our own will be done, we believe some others 

are below us and therefore do not merit our attention.  We sacrifice only if there is something in 

it for us.  This is evident today in the common suggestion that if you give to another you will 

receive a good feeling, you will “pay it forward,” you will be granted a benefit from Karma or 

some other such nonsense.  Jesus’ offering of Himself, His sacrifice was not made to gain 

anything for Him.  It is a wrong assumption to say that although God initiates the acts of our 

salvation due to love,  that now somehow God has benefitted.  That somehow to save us made 

God feel better or more fulfilled.  God is in Himself totally fulfilled, totally at peace, totally and 

completely satisfied from all eternity.  God gains nothing if we should live eternally - we are the 

only ones who gain. 

 So let us appreciate the great action that God does both in the incarnation, and in the 

sacrifice of the cross.  Purely for our benefit, solely motivated out of love, a uniquely humble act 

by the most excellent of all beings.  Let us appreciate, let us imitate Our Lord, let us be thankful 

for what He does, and let us not expect to be given honor and adulation by fickle creatures, but 

rather seek through obedience to receive the greatest of all gifts.


